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• Poem by Tim Peters

• Cast the spell “import this”

• Mini style-guide for Python coders

Introduction
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Beautiful is better than ugly
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Explicit is better than implicit



© 2019  Cisco and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.   Cisco Public

Simple is better than complex
Complex is better than complicated
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Flat is better than nested
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Sparse is better than dense
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Readability counts
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Special cases aren't special enough to break the 
rules. Although practicality beats purity
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Errors should never pass silently
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Unless explicitly silenced
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In the face of ambiguity, refuse the temptation to 
guess.

What would be printed on the 

screen?
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There should be one—and preferably only one—obvious 
way to do it.

This belief is throwing shade on 

the Perl programming language’s 

motto, 

“There’s more than one way to do 

it!”

Whether to use postfix or prefix 

operator??????

Python solves this confusion by 

not supporting them altogether.
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Although that way may not be obvious at first unless 
you’re Dutch.
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Now is better than never. Although never is often better 
than *right* now.

It’s almost certainly better to wait for 

your program to finish, than to have it 

finish too early with incorrect results.

It’s best to start today, rather than 

procrastinating endlessly. But a project 

never undertaken might still be better 

than a hastily executed one.
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If the implementation is hard to explain, it’s a bad 
idea. If the implementation is easy to explain, it may 
be a good idea.

Python strives to make the programmer’s job 

easier rather than accommodate the 

computer so a program runs faster. 

“High-Performance” code is so complicated as 

to be impossible for programmers to 

understand and debug, then it’s bad code.
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Namespaces are one honking great idea…
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Conclusion

The underlying philosophy remains: 
“practicality beats purity”


